
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. 

NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2020 

Welcome to the December edition of the 

CMA Gloucester newsletter  

Words from the Chair! 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings to you as we enter Advent 2020.  It has been an extraordinary year, hasn’t it?  In 

Advent we have a chance to prepare ourselves spiritually for Christmas and reflect on what 

has lead to this point during the year. 

The paragraph, which I’ve typed out above, appeared in one of my Bible readings this last 

week.  The last phrase specifically caught my attention as I’d never heard this before: 

‘increasing our capacity for God’.   It seems to me that this is what God  wants for all of us and 

this is one of the purposes of Christmas.  

So let’s think about that a little:   

At Christmas we celebrate the awesome story of the Son of God made man in order to save 

us. (That is an inadequate summary of the greatest event in history!) Through His Spirit, and 

because Jesus provided us the way of salvation, God wants to shape, bless and use our lives 

to bring us closer to Himself.  The more we read His word; the more we worship; the more we 

have fellowship with other Christians; the more we demonstrate His love to the world through 

our lives, the more we are give God space in our lives for Him to inhabit and revolutionise.  

At Christmas, when we celebrate God’s incredible gift of Jesus, let’s come a little closer to our 

God, and ‘increase our capacity for God’ as we embark on the next chapter that He has in 

store for us.  

With our love and many blessings to you and your family this Christmas. 

Alan & Liz 

Chair & Vice-Chair, Gloucester Branch 

 

‘Always His Spirit will be teaching and 

enabling us.  Always His Shepherd rod 

and staff will lead us to living fountains of 

water.  He is always realising more 

deeply in us the Divine ideal, and 

increasing our capacity for God.’ 



 

 

 

 

 

The local and national situation pertaining to Covid continues to have a major impact on the 
biking fraternity in the UK.  Many bike clubs, and also CMA branches,  participate in charity 
events at this time of year.  If any are to be held this year then drastic and essential changes are 
being made in order that all are safe and that the charity effort may continue. 
 
In our region, Gloucestershire and Worcestershire are now in Tier Two restrictions,  South 
Gloucestershire and Bristol is in Tier Three.  Wales have different restrictions which, for the 
moment, mean that traffic across the border is not permitted except for urgent reasons (see 
published Government guidelines for the details of all these restrictions).   
  
The above restrictions have affected two events which CMA Gloucester members regularly 
attend:  Santas on a Bike and the CMA Biker Carol Service at Lawrence Weston in Bristol.  For 
each of these events there are new arrangements, which are explained on the following page.  
 
 
As discussed in our last Zoom branch meeting,  we are intending to have a Zoom Christmas 
social!!  In this way we can see each other socially before Christmas and have a bit of festive 
jollity!!  Please consider joining us, complete with festive / party  wear,  Christmas crackers, a 
festive nibble and a drink to raise a toast!  We have agreed that an alcoholic beverage may be in 
order; obviously you are not obliged to imbibe if you prefer a non-alcoholic cup of tea (other hot 
drinks are probably available in your kitchen!).  We would also like to try to play a couple of light-
hearted games (not sure how that will work but we’ll give it a try!).  If you have any suggestions 
please speak to Alan & Liz before the day as we can’t accommodate ‘on-the-spot’ suggestions.  
You are not being forced to play so can ‘sit it out’ if you wish.   
See you there! 
 

Here are the details of our festive Zoom:   
Thursday 17th December  at 7.30pm—8.10pm 
Meeting ID:  737 7906 9265 
Password:  k5m2w9 
 
 
 
 
Lastly:  let’s continue to pray for our biking friends at this time, locally and nationally, 
many of whom do not know Jesus as Saviour and Lord.  For many this year will have 
been traumatic,  tragic and dark.  Pray that, as they experience this Christmas season, 
they will see the light of the love of God shining through the Nativity story and through 
the love and service of the Christian community towards them. 
 
When we come through this we will encounter many who are bruised from the events of 
the pandemic.  We can already be praying for the opportunities to share the peace and 
security of the love of God with them. 

Here’s what’s happening  

in December: 

 



 

 

 

 

From the Santas on a Bike website: 
 

SANTAS ON A BIKE 2020 
Riding the first weekend in December: 

FRIDAY 4TH 
SATURDAY 5TH 

SUNDAY 6TH 
 
 

Things are a little different this year.  Due to the ongoing pandemic, we will be unable to gather for our 
usual rides.  But we're not going to let that stop us raising some money for the children’s hospices! 

So for one year only, ride your own ride! Decorate yourself and your bike, pick a time that suits you over 
the first weekend in December - and go out to spread some Christmas happiness around your local area.  
There's no set route and no set times - please don't travel to our usual meeting points or hospices. Just 
ride!  This December we'll all be riding alone, together. 

Keep your helmet on, keep your distance and keep raising money!  Ride your ride on Friday 4th, 
Saturday 5th or Sunday 6th December! 

Donations to be made through the website:  santasonabike.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Carol service arrangements:  Sunday 20th December at 3pm 

Due to current restrictions there are spaces for only about 30 people at the church at Lawrence 
Weston on the day (or about 50 if people are in household groups).  We strongly recommend 
that CMA Gloucester members do not attend in person.  Indeed, some Bristol branch members 
are not able to either.   

However,  Bristol branch still wants Gloucester branch members to be involved.  The service 
begins with video greetings from CMA members.  These will be recorded at the Bristol branch 
meeting via Zoom on Monday 14th December.  The meeting details will be emailed to branch 
members before that date so that you can join in if you wish.   

If you are still considering attending the church for the Carol Service please email Bristol Branch 
Secretary Anne on cma.bristol.sec@gmail.com   There are some things you could volunteer for.  

 

 

 

Here are the arrangements for this 

year’s ‘Santa’s on a Bike’ and the 

CMA Bristol Biker Carol Service : 



PRAYER REQUESTS CAN BE SENT TO COLIN AT ANY TIME.  EMAIL ON:  

gloscmapray@gmail.com 

What to pray: 

Words from Colin, our Prayer Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and 

seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 

heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.            2 Chronicles 7 v14 

 

I had nothing from the Lord until I sat down at the computer to write this and he gave me the 

above verse. 

 I want to take it phrase by phrase.  

‘If my people who are called by name’. 

This phrase addresses God’s people who are called by Him. We are God’s people. We are 

called so this paragraph is addressed to us. 

‘Humble themselves and pray’. 

Here we are instructed to ‘humble ourselves’. What does it mean?  

Taking up a lowly position? Serving others regardless of our rank and position in life? Coming 

to God without demand? Praying from a position of subservience to God? I do not really 

know. Not ‘woe is me’ but gratitude of our calling. 

‘and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways’. 

By seeking God’s face our focus is on Him, not on us. ‘our busyness’ or ‘what have I got to 

do next?’ Focus on Him. His Glory (not ours); His might (not ours); His kingdom (not ours).  

The words I have that reflect ‘our wicked ways’ are haughtiness; consumerism; idolatry.  

Haughtiness: ‘I am better than you’. ‘You don’t matter’  

Consumerism: ‘I want. I want. I want.’ 

Idolatry: Putting anything before God. Social Media; TV programme; football player; pop star; 

my house; my car; the list is endless. 

‘Turning from’ is repentance. 

‘then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.’ 

The call, in current times, is for Christians to pray, but the promise is to heal and forgive the 

sins of our land. 

You may not agree with me there, but I believe this is the interpretation I have been given at 

this time. 

Let us focus on the Father, through the Son, in the Holy Spirit. 



Items for Praise: 

We should be thankful in everything, no matter how small or insignificant it may seem. This 

will help us to develop a thankful heart and increase our wellbeing.  

Brian is thankful to our Lord as follows: ‘Praise God I am recovering from a winter cold. Praise 

God Sue has an appointment to have her ears syringed on Wednesday. Praise God three 

builders have come to measure up for work here.’  

Alan & Liz: We praise God that our Beth has changed jobs and found one that she is really 

enjoying.  It suits her skills, her way of working and  her desire to move into architectural 

design. 

Simon & Lynne: Praise God that the house move is progressing. 

Peter:  Praise God for good and swift outcome for recent episode of his tachycardia.  

 

Items for Prayer: 

Brian: Mum was at home in extreme pain.  She was subsequently admitted to Cheltenham 

Hospital with a positive Covid diagnosis. Please pray that she will continue in good spirits and 

have a quick recovery.  Sue & I had Covid tests:  mine was negative but Sue’s is positive.  We 

are isolating at home.  

Uncle in care home had good result from hospital tests but still troubled with food stuck in teeth 

and not eating or drinking well. His legs not now strong enough to lift or support him.  

Rebecca's friend Jenny for mental health issues. 

Transport of bikers’ bibles during COVID-19. I have still not had clearance from Rob to book a 

pickup at Russel's by Rebecca who will be coming here as soon as possible. Couriers can cost 

as much as 25 Bibles. 

We are still hoping at least Sue can visit Rachael to see Laila and deliver baby and Christmas 

stuff.  

My old work mate comes out of hospital today 23rd Nov. Please pray he will have the support he 

needs. 

Colin & Hazel: Please uphold Hazel and myself in prayer. Hazel has an infection affecting her 

throat and glands. We are both weary and finding it difficult to cope with everything we need to 

do. Pray that we may get last years accounts done in time to get them to our accountant, giving 

him plenty of time to check them and submit them to the tax man. 

We are trying to get a small shop ready for opening but have a lot of previous stock to record 
before we begin again. 

Simon & Lynne:  that the move should go ahead smoothly with no hitches. 

Alan & Liz: No news yet about possible redundancy for Alan; we hope to hear by Christmas.  
We just heard that the IOM TT 2021 has been cancelled due to Covid.  Please pray for all those 
whose income depends on the TT or other large events on the island. 

Peter & family: Peter has to have a 48 hour ECG this week to check for abnormalities.  We pray 
for a positive outcome for this.  Peter, his daughter Cilla and his grandchildren, Anna and Joe, 
are very grateful for our prayerful support. 

CMA South Wales: Glyn asks for prayer for the great pain he suffers in his back, neck, hands & 
ankles due to arthritis. 
Former CMA S Wales member, Luke, died last weekend from Covid. Pray for his family & friends 

 



 

NEWSLETTER  DECEMBER 2020 

We would love to end our newsletter with 

something funny! 

Email us a bike or faith-related photo & we’ll include it. 

PLEASE NOTE:   IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WISH TO INCLUDE,  

THE COPY DEADLINE FOR JANUARY 2021 NEWSLETTER  :  TUESDAY 29.12.20 

Every blessing during this Christmas season and for the New Year;  From the Editors,  Alan & Liz 

Alan Robertson Branch Chairman   Tel.  07875 563 285  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Liz Robertson  Branch Vice Chairman  Tel.  07815 101 925  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Alexandra Dyer Branch Secretary   Tel.  07985 124 609  Email gloscmasec@gmail.com 

Registered Charity : 1080911 Web Site : www.bike.org.uk/cma 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. ,PO Box 8155 Loughborough, Leics LE11 9AR 

 

 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. 

SOMETHING TO MAKE YOU SMILE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be blessed this Christmas, whoever you’re ‘socially-distanced’ sharing it with!! 

(seen recently on Facebook) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 


